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Six Societies.
countless
opportunities.

At the Disability Foundation, we believe everyone deserves the chance

to explore, connect, and thrive. Through our affiliated societies, we
provide innovative and inclusive programs that empower people with
physical disabilities to pursue their individual journeys.

Together, we support six affiliated societies and serve as a proud
member of the SCI-5 community. Each society plays a unique role
in enriching lives through accessible recreation, innovation, and
peer engagement.

Welcoming our new
Executive Director

In 2024, the Disability Foundation network was in a period of
transition as former Executive Director David Fong retired after
years of dedicated service, and | stepped into the role. For those
of you who do not know me, | have worked for the Disability
Foundation, in one capacity or another, for over ten years —first
starting with the Vancouver Adapted Music Society (VAMS) in
the Winter of 2014. In 2021, | transitioned to working for the
Foundation as a Program Manager with ConnecTra, the Disabled
Independent Gardeners Association, and VAMS.

I am honoured to have the board'’s trust and, since taking on the
role of Executive Director, | am continuously in awe — and grateful
to work alongside — such a dedicated and passionate team

who continue the Disability Foundation’s legacy of serving our
community. Lastly, | would like to thank the clients, volunteers,
donors, and sponsors for their continued support. | am excited for
the future and the opportunities the Disability Foundation and its
affiliated societies have to come.
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Our 2024 Board of Directors

@
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Sam Sullivan Mary-Jo Fetterly Maureen DeLandreville

Honorary Member Chair Vice-Chair
Founder and champion of Inclusive innovation leader and  Entrepreneur and longtime
accessible living health coach. disability advocate.

Geoff Dodds Keiko Honda, Ph.D. Sandra Pronteau

Secretary-Treasurer MPH, Director Director
Financial advisor and Scholar, artist, and Cree-Métis advocate for
Foundation supporter. community builder. disability and Indigenous rights.

2 O 2 4 Staﬁ Te am Our Foundation is powered by a
dynamic, cross-functional staff.
David Fong — Executive Director These are our core team members.

Eric Molendyk — Program Manager We also gratefully acknowledge the
Graeme Wyman — Program Manager contributions of our wider staff who

Jordan Cripps — Development Manager make our work possible.
Bryden Veinot — Senior Program Coordinator

Jessica Adam — Communications Lead
Joy Hayden — Development Lead
David Ostro — Operations & Special Projects




2024 Activity Summary

2024 was a landmark year for the Disability Foundation. Across our seven societies, we delivered
diverse programs, strengthened community engagement, and launched new partnerships.

Highlights from Our Six
Affiliated Societies

502

Active
Volunteers

S2M+ ¥ 4,541 W 1,898

Raised in Program Unique
2024 Engagements Participants

105,320

Social Media
Impressions




Adaptive Sailing A
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Association of BC (ASABC) *%°¢

2024 was a strong year for ASABC, with fully booked sailing sessions, growing Race
Club participation, and continued success in our Breeze Boat Donation Program.

From Kids Days and community regattas to media highlights and equipment upgrades,
ASABC remained focused on delivering safe, adaptive, and joyful sailing experiences.

ASABC Highlights:

+ During the 2024 sailing season, 682 sailing sessions took place for participants of all
ages and abilities, with a fully booked schedule throughout the summer

+ Monthly Kids Days starting June 29
+ Active Race Club season with monthly events and several first-time racers

« Participation in the 2024 Mobility Cup in Lunenburg, NS (Aug 26—30): Andrew Davis
placed 2nd overall (ASABC's best finish to date), Shara Gutsche competed in the Silver
Fleet, and Gerry Burns received the Sportsmanship and Determination Award.

- Raised $6,480 from Burrard Yacht Club’s Classic Car & Boat Show

+ Featured on Global TV Morning Show (Dec 3) for the International Day of Persons
with Disabilities

+ Completed Jericho office renovations and implemented key safety upgrades, including
winterized boats, reorganized equipment, and new seat cushions

+ Over 20 boats evaluated and multiple high-value vessels sold through the Breeze Boat
Donation Program

* Prominent presence at the 2024 Vancouver International Boat Show; new rescue boat
purchased at a discounted rate

+ Ongoing partnership discussions with Royal Vancouver Yacht Club for potentially
hosting the 2026 Mobility Cup




BC Mobility Opportunities 3
Society (BCMOS)

2024 was a year of expanded impact for BCMOS, with programs running seven days
a week and increased participation in adaptive hiking, cycling, and paddling. With new
equipment, strengthened partnerships, and growing volunteer support, we advanced
our mission to make nature accessible for all.

BCMOS Highlights:

+ Expanded Cycling Program to 3 days/week, with plans to grow to 5 in 2025
+ Added new adaptive cycles and opened access beyond GF Strong referrals
+ Ran Paddling Program 7 days/week at Creekside, with ~700 paddling activities completed

+ Held monthly Kids Days and partnered with community groups including SCIBC, Fraser
Active Living Group, and Tri-Cities Brain Injury

+ Organized 25+ themed hikes, including fishing, sunset hikes, and stargazing
+ Showcased TrailRider at Golden Ears Park with public demonstrations

+ Sold all 10 TrailRiders in inventory, including to rehab centres and individuals and ordered
10 new TrailRiders for 2025; aiming to accommodate 4 hikers per trip

+ Partnered with Destination Vancouver and WestPoint Cycles to expand reach and improve
adaptive equipment

* Hosted Invictus Games athletes for a ride at Pacific Spirit Park in partnership with
Destination Vancouver

+ Confirmed BCMOS participation in the 2025 Dragon Boat Festival to promote adaptive
paddling to over 20,000 attendees

* Introduced online booking for adaptive cycling to improve accessibility

+ Added high-weight-capacity paddleboard and expanded to single/double kayak options




ConnecTra Society Compecles

2024 was a year of creative expansion and deepened community connections for
ConnecTra. From arts-based programs and new collaborations to increased participation
in online workshops and signature events, we continued our mission to connect, empower,
and inspire people with disabilities across BC.

ConnecTra Highlights:

+ 308 participants joined ConnecTra’s online programs in 2024, through the different
sessions that make up ConnecTogether’s daily and weekly offerings

Signature classes included: Adaptive Chair Yoga with 41 registrants, Adaptive Fitness
with 38 registrants, Contemporary Improv Dance with 78 registrants, and Memoir
Writing with Emily Gillespie with 33 registrants

Hosted a book club in partnership with Vancouver Public Library

Offered Service Mondays and monthly Perspective Series exploring advocacy, housing,
and emergency preparedness

ConnecTra joined COSCO, expanding engagement in the seniors’ advocacy space

The 2024 Abilities Expo, themed Curiosity, Creativity, and Community, welcomed guests
to the Roundhouse Community Centre on May 22

ConnecTogether featured services from more than 20 community organizations
throughout the year

« The August Community BBQ brought together 47 attendees for in-person connection
Relaunched Memoir Writing with Emily Gillespie in Q3 and again in Q4

Client Holiday Party co-hosted with DIGA in December, featuring cookie decorating and
wreath making

Relaunched Coaching with Chi-Ka in Q4, attracting 26 new participants

Began planning ConnecTra’s 25th Anniversary and 2025 Abilities Expo, themed How to
Thrive in 2025




Disabled Independent B
Gardeners Association (DIGA)

2024 was a vibrant and hands-on year for DIGA, marked by new partnerships, accessible
gardening improvements, engaging workshops, and strong community participation.
Through seasonal programming, garden support, and ongoing collaboration with GF
Strong and the Vancouver Park Board, DIGA continued to expand its impact across

nine garden sites.

DIGA Highlights:

+ Supported 25 clients at 9 Community Gardens

* Built and delivered 8 home gardening planters
+ Received a donation of nearly 40 seed packets from West Coast Seeds

+ Organized 6 workshops, including: Seed Starting (with Alex Johnson of Gardenworks —
7 participants), Microgreens (led by CSJ student Keith Man — highest attendance with
11 participants), Horticultural Therapy (with Alyssa Dawn at GF Strong), Holiday Lantern
Making (in partnership with Still Moon Arts Society)

* Installed 2 self-watering irrigation systems at Pine Street and Mount Pleasant gardens
+ Harvested 370 Ibs of fresh produce in Q3 across all sites

+ Partnered with GF Strong Rec Therapy for safety, storage, and
accessibility improvements

+ Consulted with Vancouver Park Board on accessibility at Burrard View and McLean Park
community gardens

+ Hosted an October Garden Party (4 clients + 3 interested in-patient attendees)

+ Co-hosted the Client Holiday Party with ConnecTra at Heritage Hall
(14 clients, 5 volunteers)
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Tetra Society of Bty
North America

2024 marked another milestone year for the Tetra Society, with over 400 device
requests received across the country for the third consecutive year. Our national
network of volunteers and chapter coordinators continued to deliver creative,
custom-built solutions that support greater Independence and inclusion.

We also expanded our national reach, with formal efforts to establish a chapter in
Quebec and promote bilingual access to our resources and website. Across more
than 40 communities, Tetra strengthened connections with healthcare professionals,
engineers, and community partners—removing barriers one project at a time.

Tetra Highlights:

+ Received 400+ device requests across Canada for the third consecutive year
* Maintained active chapters in 40+ communities nationwide

+ Continued development of a Quebec chapter, with plans for a bilingual website and a
local coordinator in 2025

+ *Celebrated volunteer innovation during the May TetraNation campaign

* Began planning for TetraCon 2025, with 80+ registrants and national guest
speakers confirmed

+ Newfoundland coordinator Dr. Leonard Lye featured in Everyday Hockey Heroes,
Volume 3 for his adapted hockey gloves project

+ Red Deer volunteer Jim Stone highlighted in SCI BC’s vHub newsletter for over 20 years
of service

+ The Blusson woodworking shop remained a hub of creative activity with 20 active
clients and growing peer mentorship




Vancouver Adapted
Music Society (VAMS)

Music Society
2024 was a dynamic year of creativity, collaboration, and reflection for VAMS. We
continued to champion accessible music-making, support emerging and established
artists with disabilities, and build a stronger, more inclusive arts community. It was
also a year of remembrance, as we honoured the life and legacy of VAMS co-founder Dave
Symington, whose influence shaped our work for over 35 years.

VAMS Highlights:

* Delivered 679 client interactions

i
Vil

« Continued online sessions with clients in BC and Ontario

- Featured music releases by Turner Churchill (Catamount album, singles “Half-Life” and “Lift"),
sylvi macCormac (Brother Bear and Bent Boxes) and Rachael Ransom (sixty seven ten)

- Rachael Ransom was featured in the Vancouver Sun for the release of her debut album
Sixty seven ten

+ Honoured Dave Symington's legacy and his final performance at the Harmony Arts
Festival in 2023

+ sylvi macCormac received the jef chippewa Award for her project honoring Russell Wallace

« Participated in GF Strong’'s Rehab Equipment Expo and provided AV support for their
75th Anniversary

« Held the Strong Sessions concert at the Roundhouse (Aug 26), raising $1,365

- Partnered with Green Thrift Stores for Kerrisdale Days, raising $805 through an
instrument sale

- Hosted Rachael Ransom’s album release concert (Nov 15), raising $350; also supported
her holiday performance at SCI BC's December event

* Featured in the Vancouver Sun for the Wheels Soundscapes project remastered at VAMS

+ Continued to grow Discover Stories podcast through Adler University practicum placements




Sam Sullivan Disability
Foundation (SSDF) G

SSDF strengthened organizational infrastructure, advanced advocacy, and launched a
successful holiday giving campaign to support programs across its network.

SSDF Highlights:

+ Raised $22,120.14 through auction and holiday donations (incl. Taylor Swift ticket auction)
* Created Project Management Office (PMO) to support network-wide initiatives

+ Continued co-leadership of Vancouver Disability Solutions Network (VDSN)

+ Explored strategic themes under consideration: climate change, accessible transportation,
and workplace safety

Volunteer Power |

502

Active New
Volunteers Volunteers

Volunteer Roles Included:
* Program support

Top Contributors: - Photography/videography

4, 246 * Tetra: 304 volunteers + Event staffing

Volunteer

Hours * BCMOS: 91 volunteers « Gardening assistance

 ASABC: 53 volunteers « Custom device building




2024 Financial Overview

Total Funds Raised

$2,016,927.78

In-Kind Support

Donations

Product Sales

Major Gift

70.6%

19.5%

2.4%

The Disability Foundation Network is very
grateful to our funders, donors, and granters.

We are able to support thousands of people
with disabilities with their generosity.

Thank You to Our Funders

+ Advanced Listening Systems Ltd.

+ Aethera Technologies
Al Roadburg Foundation

Assiniboine Credit Union

+ BC Rehab Foundation

+ Brampton and Caledon
Community Foundation

Burrard Yacht Club
Butchart Gardens

+ Catherine and Maxwell Meighen
Foundation

» Charles and Lucile Flavelle

Family Fund
City of Vancouver
CN Rail

* The Drummond Foundation

+ Employment and Social Development

Canada

* Green Thrift Stores

Hamilton Community Foundation
Harold E. Ballard Foundation

+ Harry P. Ward Foundation
+ ICBC

Jack and Barbara Hay Foundation

Kids Brain Health Network: Dino
Island Program | Kids Action Coaching

+ Knight Road Legacy Association
+ L Gillespie Holdings Ltd.

Mackenzie Investments
Charitable Foundation

Martha Lou Henley
Charitable Foundation

+ Ministry of Tourism, Arts, Culture,

and Sport

+ New Brunswick Children’s Foundation

Nurse Next Door - Vancouver

Ottawa Community Foundation

+ Plant a Seed Foundation

 Province of British Columbia

Raymond James Canada Foundation
RBC Foundation

+ Small Business British Columbia
+ TK Foundation

Vancouver Coastal Health

Vancouver Foundation

+ Wolrige Foundation



Society-Specific Funding

ASABC Funding Details

Boat Sales $393,372.27 68.3%
Government Grants $146,804 25.5%
Foundation Grants $17,872.90 3.1%
Household Donations $9.1K 1.6%
Non-Profit Donations $6,956 1.2%
Other Donations $1.5K 0.3%

Total Raised: $575,605.17

BCMOS Funding Details

Government Grants $224,628 68.8%
TrailRider Sales $68,295 20.9%
Corporate Grants $32.5K 10%

Donations $1,194.99 0.37%

Total Raised: $326,617.99

ConnecTra Funding Details

Government Grants §52,471 73.6%
Non-Profit Sponsorships $8.1K 11.4%
Corporate Grants $5K 7%
Other Sponsorships $3,375 4.7%
& Donations

Total Raised: $71,246



DIGA Funding Details

Government Grants $29,388 72.3%
Foundation Grants S7K 17.2%
Household Donations $4,252 10.5%

Tetra Society Funding Details

Government Grants $332,972 73.3%
Foundation Grants $62.5K 13.8%
Non-Profit Grants $50,465 11.1%
Corporate Grants $2,337.50 0.51%
Donations $7,068.51 1.6%

Total Raised: $454,254.26

VAMS Funding Details
Government Grants $103,626 71.3%
Foundation Grants $19,006.35 13.1%
Corporate Grants $15.5K 10.7%
Total Donations $6,135.60 4.22%
Ticket Sales $1,025 0.7%

Total Raised: $145,292.95




2024 Digital Reach

Here's a snapshot of our social media and video
engagement across the Disability Foundation and
affiliated societies:

Instagram/Facebook
1 '935 followers
6,058 ",
) impressions

1 783 Instagram/Facebook
’ followers
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1 3 new YouTube
subscribers

3,093

4,076 e
13200
23,612



2024 Program Demographics

Across all seven societies, the Disability Foundation

delivered 4,541 program engagements and supported 1,898 —

unique participants in 2024

Age:

* Under 18: 60
+ 18-30: 118
+ 30-54: 319
« 55+: 364

* Not Specified: 956

Gender: vl 1
* Female: 485 S ot
+ Male: 458

* Not Specified: 951

+ Age and Gender
Not Specified: 777

Looking Ahead to 2025

2025 marks several key milestones for our societies and the
Foundation overall:

+ 25th Anniversary of ConnecTra Society

+ Expansion of BCMOS cycling to 5 days/week
« Tetra’s first permanent chapter in Quebec

+ Mobility Cup 2026 feasibility planning

+ Continued collaboration with partners like Destination
Vancouver, Accessible Media Inc., and GF Strong

Thank You

To our participants, volunteers, funders, partners,
and staff — thank you. Your dedication and support
continue to make our work possible, and we look
forward to another year of impact in 2025.




